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• Democrat candidates illegally label signs to conceal true source of funding. The signs for 
democrat council candidates James Coleman, Randy Smith, Sterling Wilder, and April 
Watson included a statement that the signs were paid for by “Lynchburg, Better 
Together.” That organization, however, does not formally exist under state campaign 
finance laws and, therefore, is prohibited by law for paying for the signs. When this 
illegality was exposed, the democrat candidates stated the funding really came from the 
left-leaning and nationally funded political action committee “Rural GroundGame.” 
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• Rural GroundGame is a state registered PAC (Political Action Committee). Over a three-
month period from May 26, 2024, thru August 31, 2024, the PAC received over $190,000 
in funding  of which $85,000, or over 44% was provided by the leftist dark money 2

organization the Sixteen Thirty Fund. 
3

• Moreover, Rural GroundGame raised $149,069.35 during the period from April 1, 2023, 
through June 30, 2023, of which 67%, or $100,000 was from the Sixteen Thirty Fund. 
4

• The Sixteen Thirty Fund is one of a group of funds operated by Arabella Advisors that 
have poured billions of dollars into US elections, often from foreign sources.  The New 
York Times reported in April of 2021, that Swiss billionaire Hansjorg Wyss operates his 
“Hub Project”. The Times reports:


[t]he hub project is part of an opaque network managed by…[the] 
Arabella network, which has funneled hundreds of millions of 
dollars through a daisy chain of groups supporting Democrats and 
progressive causes. The system of political financing, often obscures 
the identity of donors, is known as dark money, and Arabella’s 
network is as leading vehicle for it on the left.  The Arabella 
network’s money flows through nonprofits that serve as parent 
structures for a range of groups, including The Hub Project. The 
nonprofits then pass some of the funds along to other nonprofit 
groups or super PACs. The Hub Project…is housed within two 
Arabella-managed nonprofits, New Venture Fund, and the Sixteen 
Thirty Fund, which pay Hub Project Employees. 
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The D.C. based Sixteen Thirty Fund has operated as a tax-exempt organization 501(c)(4) since 
2009 and had $192 million in revenue and $196 million in expenditures in 2022.  The nonprofit 6

Sixteen Thirty fund donated “more than $63 million to super PACs backing Democrats or 
opposing Republicans in 2020, according to Federal Election Commission filings.” 
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Altogether, Sixteen Thirty “doled out a whopping $410 million in 2020, aiding Democratic efforts 
to unseat then President Donald Trump and win back control of the Senate…[and] illustrates the 
extent to which the left embraced the use of ‘dark money’”. 
8

As a charity, the Sixteen Thirty Fund is not required to identify its donors but media reports 
show the fund has received a $51 million donation from one donor   Additionally, “the 9

Democratic donor group Democracy Alliance, which has dozens of members including billionaire 
George Soros, recommended last spring that donors invest several millions of dollars into 
Sixteen Thirty Fund…”, reports POLITICO. 
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Moreover, one of the primary donation portals for the 1630 Fund is the leftist donor aggregator 
site ActBlue which is presently under investigation by states attorneys general for possibly 
allowing foreign dollars to be illegally reach US elections. ActBlue’s refusal to verify the identify 
of donors on its site opens the door for “rich foreign donors [to] take advantage [and] cook up 
schemes to influence elections” explained Iowa Attorney General Brenna Bird who is leading a 
19-state coalition of attorneys general investigating ActBlue’s practices. Virginia Attorney 
General Jason Miyares. 
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Sixteen Thirty Fund donations to Virginia’s Rural GroundGame.
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Rural GroundGame ActBlue Page
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